SOME  CRITICS  OF   AUTHORITARIANISM
Royalist President, Marshal MacMahon, " the rifles would go
off by themselves, and I could not answer for the discipline of the
army or for order in the streets.'* But to the clear warning " No
Tricolour, no Restoration/' the Comte de Chambord replied by
the staggering declaration that " he could not deny the standard
unfurled by Henry IV. at Arques and Ivry, that guarantees
were unnecessary, and that he was the necessary pilot, the only
one able to lead the ship into harbour because he had the
necessary authority and mission." By which, said Falloux, he
obliged the partisans of Monarchy to continue the Republic.
This was formally acknowledged by the passing of a law
extending the powers of the President of the Republic for
a period of seven years (November 1873). This would-be
temporary measure was never repealed. Another year passed
in unprofitable wranglings between the various Centre groups,
unable to agree on any permanent system and yet afraid of a
threatened revival of Bonapartism. The constitution of 1875
represented the patching up of a compromise made under the
twofold fear of the White Standard and the Imperial Eagle.1
The 1876 elections—the first held for a regular Parliament
under a professedly Republican regime—gave the combined
Republican forces a majority of nearly one hundred and fifty,
but with a Royalist President and a Conservative Senate the
Republic could scarcely be said to be solidly established. It
took another year and the dissolution of the Chamber for the
non-Republicans to realize that the game was finally lost.
A few months later (October 1877) MacMahon resigned,
and the election of the Republican Gr£vy gave the regime
its much-needed consolidation. It now became possible to
inaugurate a Republican policy, and the long struggle as to the
form of government was definitely won—more definitely than
anyone on either side could then realize.
1 This final consecration of the Republic may be said to have been the
reinstatement of the Marseillaise as the National Anthem and the, creation of
the National Festival of I4th July (November 1879). But if Parliament
had a Republican majority, the governing classes were still overwhelmingly
Conservative. The greater number of high officials, both civilian and military,
were Imperial nominees (see Seignobos, fivofation de la $e Republique,
pp. 54-56).
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